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Age of In the morning the head master of a High School had
Marriage told me that of the 198 boys in the four upper classes,
and Par- gg were married and 16 had started living with their
dah wives: the youngest of the latter was 15. These figures
are bad enough in all conscience, but at least they are
better than those for the school at Kharar.1 At Chuheki
it was agreed that amongst the more advanced a boy, if
an Arain, married at 16 to 18, and if a Sikh Jat, at 18 to
21. The corresponding ages for a girl were 13 to 14
for an Arain and 16 for a Jat. But ordinarily a boy
marries at 13 to 14, and a girl at 12 to 13. A Rajput
marries much later, at 18 or 19 if a boy, and at 16 if a
girl. A Rajput who was present said plaintively, 'We
get no brides/ Asked why, he replied that the Rajputs
had become weak as they did no work. This brought
up the subject of pardah. The president of the Union,
an Arain, said that only the educated Arains kept
pardah, but 'the four-walled pardah' was not prescribed
by the Koran. 'It is sufficient if a woman conceals her
face with her chaddar and turns her back if a man is
near: if this is done, the law is fulfilled.' The Rajputs
said that with them pardah was not a matter of religion
but of custom. 'It has come to us from our ancestors:
how then can we break it ?' Actually the poorer amongst
them are compelled to break it, for they cannot afford
to keep it in all its strictness.2 Nor are the better-to-do
so strict as in Ambala, There a woman drives to the '
nearest village; but here, if the distance is not too great,
she goes on foot.

Religion There was some animated talk about the way cattle
and Eco- had been treated during the recent scarcity. Most,
*          wiietiier SikhL or Muhammadan, sold their surplus stock

to Muhammadan agents acting for the butchers. To
guard against possible religious scruples, some of these

XP-S*.

2 Cf. 'In reality pardah is observed only in well-to-do (Rajput) families.
The poor class women go about, but consider it below their dignity even to
take breakfast to their husbands in the fields' (Hoskiarpur A. R., 1912, p. 12).